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Question: 1 
   
The indications for a lower respiratory culture to be obtained would include all of the following except? 
 
A. Tracheo-bronchitis 
B. Meningitis 
C. Pneumonia 
D. Lower respiratory infections 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The question asks which of the listed conditions is not a typical reason to obtain a lower respiratory 
culture. To answer this, it's essential to understand what each listed condition generally involves and 
whether it affects the lower respiratory tract. 
Tracheo-bronchitis refers to an inflammation of the trachea and bronchi, which are parts of the lower 
respiratory tract. Therefore, obtaining a lower respiratory culture can be indicated to identify the 
causative agents, such as bacteria or viruses, and to guide appropriate treatment. 
Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs, which can fill with fluid or pus. 
It directly involves the lower respiratory tract, making a lower respiratory culture a valuable diagnostic 
tool to determine the specific type of infection-causing organism and to tailor antibiotic therapy 
accordingly. 
Lower respiratory infections include any infections below the larynx, covering the trachea, bronchi, 
bronchioles, and lungs. Conditions like bronchitis and pneumonia fall into this category. Culturing 
pathogens from this area helps in diagnosing the specific infection and deciding on an effective 
treatment regime. 
Empyema involves the accumulation of pus in the pleural space, which is the cavity between the lung 
and the chest wall. Although it is typically a complication of pneumonia, obtaining a culture from the 
lower respiratory tract can help identify the organisms causing the infection that has spread to the 
pleural space. 
Opportunistic infections of the lower respiratory tract in immunosuppressed patients are infections that 
occur because the immune system is weakened, making it unable to fight off infections effectively. 
Cultures from these patients are crucial as they help in identifying unusual or resistant organisms and in 
providing appropriate care. 
Meningitis, however, is the inflammation of the protective membranes covering the brain and spinal 
cord, known as the meninges. It is not related to the lower respiratory tract. Although respiratory 
infections can sometimes lead to meningitis (such as in the case of certain types of bacterial meningitis), 
the standard diagnostic approach for meningitis involves analyzing the cerebrospinal fluid obtained 
through a lumbar puncture, not through lower respiratory cultures. 
Therefore, the correct answer to the question is "Meningitis," as it is the only condition listed that does 
not typically require a culture of the lower respiratory tract for diagnosis or treatment. The other 
conditions listed directly involve the lower respiratory tract, where obtaining a culture is a common and 
relevant diagnostic procedure. 
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Question: 2 
   
The Category A (CDC) bioterrorism agents would include agents which do all of the following except? 
 
A. Increased risk to national security 
B. Has moderate morbidity rates 
C. High potential for adverse public health impact 
D. Potential for public panic 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
*P Category A bioterrorism agents are defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
as pathogens or toxins that pose the highest risk to national security and public health due to their 
ability to be easily disseminated or transmitted from person to person, result in high mortality rates, 
cause significant public panic and social disruption, and require special action for public health 
preparedness. *P The characteristics of Category A agents include: - **Increased risk to national 
security**: These agents could significantly weaken national security by causing widespread illness or 
death. - **High potential for adverse public health impact**: The spread of these agents could result in 
large-scale health crises. - **Potential for public panic and social disruption**: The use of these agents 
might lead to significant societal disruption and public fear, complicating the response efforts and 
leading to further harm. - **Serious potential for large-scale dissemination**: Category A agents are 
those which can be spread widely and quickly, either through airborne particles, water supplies, or other 
means that affect a large population. - **High mortality rates**: These agents are associated with very 
high death rates, emphasizing the critical need for rapid and effective medical and public health 
responses. *P Given these characteristics, the statement that Category A agents have "moderate 
morbidity rates" does not align with the other defining traits. Morbidity refers to the condition of being 
diseased or the incidence of disease within a population. Moderate morbidity rates would imply that 
while the diseases might be widespread, they do not necessarily severely affect the health of a large 
proportion of the population to the extent seen with high mortality rates. In contrast, agents classified 
under Category A typically lead to severe health consequences, high mortality, and therefore, are likely 
to have high, not moderate, morbidity rates. *P Therefore, in the context of the question "The Category 
A bioterrorism agents would include agents which do all of the following except?", the correct answer is 
that Category A agents do not typically have "moderate morbidity rates." Instead, they are characterized 
by severe health impacts including high morbidity and mortality rates, among other factors that pose 
significant threats to public health and national security. 

Question: 3 
   
Aspergillus is transmitted by all but which of the following? 
 
A. Contact 
B. Trauma 
C. Insect bite 
D. Ingestion 
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Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
Aspergillus is a genus of mold that is commonly found in the environment, particularly in soil, 
decomposing plant matter, and indoor environments. It can cause a variety of diseases, primarily in the 
lungs, and affects both humans and animals. Understanding the modes of transmission of Aspergillus is 
important for preventing and managing infections, especially in immunocompromised individuals. 
To address the question about the transmission of Aspergillus by all but which of the following methods, 
we need to examine each listed option: 1. **Contact**: Aspergillus spores can adhere to surfaces and 
materials. Handling contaminated materials or surfaces can facilitate the transfer of spores to 
individuals through direct contact. This does not typically lead to infection unless the individual has a 
breach in skin integrity or the spores are subsequently inhaled. 2. **Trauma**: When the skin or other 
protective barriers are compromised, for example, through cuts or surgical procedures, Aspergillus 
spores can enter and establish an infection. This is particularly a concern in hospital settings where 
Aspergillus might contaminate surgical instruments or wound dressings. 3. **Ingestion**: Although less 
common, ingestion of Aspergillus can occur, particularly through contaminated food products. While the 
stomach's acidic environment can deactivate many spores, immunocompromised individuals might still 
be at risk of developing gastrointestinal aspergillosis. 4. **Inhalation**: This is the most common route 
of Aspergillus infection. The spores are small enough to be airborne and can be easily inhaled into the 
lungs, where they can germinate and cause infections, particularly in individuals with weakened immune 
systems or lung diseases. 
*Insect bite**: Aspergillus is not transmitted through insect bites. Insects do not carry Aspergillus spores 
in a manner that would transmit the fungus through a bite. While insects can be involved in the 
mechanical transmission of some pathogens, this is not a recognized transmission route for Aspergillus. 
Therefore, the correct answer to the question "Aspergillus is transmitted by all but which of the 
following?" is "Insect bite". This mode of transmission does not apply to Aspergillus, whereas the other 
listed options can potentially facilitate the spread of Aspergillus spores and contribute to infection under 
certain circumstances. 

Question: 4 
   
If treatment is started on a patient that doesn’t yet have a diagnosis or symptoms of candidemia but are 
considered to be at high risk, it would be considered which of the following types of therapy? 
 
A. Stop-now therapy 
B. Wishful therapy 
C. Prophylactic therapy 
D. Empiric therapy 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "Prophylactic therapy." Let's expand on this answer to provide a 
clearer understanding: 
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Prophylactic therapy is a type of medical treatment administered to prevent a disease from occurring, 
especially in individuals who are at high risk but do not currently show symptoms of the disease. This 
approach is particularly relevant in the context of infections where the risk of developing the disease is 
significant enough to warrant preventive treatment. 
In the specific scenario of candidemia, which is a bloodstream infection caused by Candida species (a 
type of fungus), prophylactic therapy might be employed for individuals who are at heightened risk of 
infection but do not yet have any diagnosed infection or visible symptoms. Candidemia can be a serious 
condition, particularly in immunocompromised patients, and may lead to severe complications if not 
addressed promptly. 
High-risk groups for candidemia include patients in intensive care units, those with central venous 
catheters, individuals receiving broad-spectrum antibiotics, and patients with weakened immune 
systems, such as those undergoing chemotherapy or recipients of organ or stem cell transplants. In such 
cases, doctors might prescribe antifungal medications as a preventive measure to avert the onset of 
candidemia. 
The rationale behind prophylactic therapy in these scenarios is based on the principle of preventing 
infection rather than treating it post-occurrence. By administering antifungals prophylactically, 
healthcare providers aim to reduce the incidence of candidemia, which can be difficult to treat and may 
require more aggressive interventions once established. 
It is important to distinguish prophylactic therapy from other types of treatments such as empiric 
therapy, where treatment is given based on the suspicion of an infection due to some symptoms or 
signs, although the specific pathogen has not yet been identified. Prophylactic therapy, in contrast, does 
not wait for symptoms or partial diagnosis but is initiated purely based on the assessed risk. 
Implementing prophylactic therapy must be done carefully, considering the potential risks and benefits. 
Avoiding unnecessary exposure to antifungal drugs is crucial to prevent the development of drug 
resistance. Therefore, the decision to start prophylactic therapy should be based on a thorough risk 
assessment and guided by clinical guidelines and evidence. This expanded explanation clarifies the 
preventative nature of prophylactic therapy, particularly in the context of high-risk patients who could 
develop candidemia, emphasizing its role in preemptive healthcare strategies. 

Question: 5 
   
Which of the following would not be considered a correct site for where an MRSA culture is typically 
obtained? 
 
A. Urine 
B. CSF 
C. Sputum 
D. Wounds 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
To address the question regarding which site would not be typically considered for obtaining an MRSA 
culture, it's important to understand where MRSA (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) is most 
commonly found and the typical contexts for its testing. 
MRSA is a type of bacteria that is resistant to several antibiotics, making it a significant concern in both 
healthcare and community settings. It commonly colonizes skin and mucous membranes, hence why 
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cultures to detect MRSA are frequently taken from these areas. The most common sites for MRSA 
cultures include: - **Skin**: Particularly around wounds, surgical sites, or areas with other skin 
breakdowns. - **Nose**: As the nasal passages are a common colonization site for MRSA. - 
**Wounds**: Any open wounds are potential sites for MRSA infection. - **Sputum**: In cases where a 
respiratory infection is suspected, particularly in a hospital setting. - **Blood**: Especially in cases 
where bloodstream infections are suspected. 
Among the options provided in the question (urine, CSF, sputum, wounds), let's evaluate each: - 
**Urine**: While not the most common, urine can be a site for MRSA culture in cases of suspected 
urinary tract infections, particularly in catheterized patients or those with urinary tract symptoms. - 
**Sputum**: As noted, sputum is a standard site for MRSA culture in the context of respiratory 
symptoms. - **Wounds**: A very common site for MRSA testing due to the risk of wound infections. - 
**CSF (Cerebrospinal Fluid)**: This is not a typical site for MRSA culture unless there is a specific reason 
to suspect MRSA meningitis or central nervous system infection, which is relatively rare compared to 
other MRSA infections. 
Given this information, CSF would be the least typical site for obtaining an MRSA culture under most 
circumstances. While MRSA can infect virtually any body site, routine screening or culture of CSF for 
MRSA is not common practice unless clinical symptoms specifically point towards a central nervous 
system infection. Therefore, CSF would be the correct answer to the question of which site would not 
typically be considered for an MRSA culture. 

Question: 6 
   
Which of the following statements would not be considered correct regarding the collection of a 
specimen from a deep surgical wound? 
 
A. Wipe the area with sterile water or saline. 
B. Never excise tissue samples. 
C. Material should be aspirated from the wall of the wound. 
D. tissue sample could be excised. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
When collecting a specimen from a deep surgical wound, several practices are recommended to ensure 
the accuracy and sterility of the sample, which is vital for diagnosing and treating infections effectively. 
One common misunderstanding is regarding the method of collecting the specimen. The statement 
"Never excise tissue samples" is incorrect as excising tissue samples can be a very effective method for 
obtaining a specimen from a deep wound. 
Wiping the area with sterile water or saline is a preliminary step before collecting any samples from a 
deep surgical wound. This practice helps to remove any superficial contaminants and debris that could 
potentially interfere with the diagnosis by contaminating the sample. It is important that the area 
around the wound, not just the wound itself, is cleaned to maintain a sterile environment for sample 
collection. 
Aspirating material from the wall of the wound is another correct method for collecting specimens from 
deep surgical wounds. This involves using a sterile needle and syringe to draw out fluid from the wound, 
which can then be analyzed for the presence of bacteria, fungi, or other pathogens. This technique is 
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particularly useful when there is a significant amount of fluid in the wound or when the infection is 
suspected to be deep within the tissues. 
Contrary to the statement "Never excise tissue samples," excising tissue samples is often necessary and 
highly informative, particularly in cases of deep infections or when the pathogens are intracellular or 
tightly associated with tissue. Tissue samples are typically taken from the edge of the wound or from 
areas that appear to be most affected by the infection. These samples can provide comprehensive 
information about the type of organism causing the infection, as well as the condition of the 
surrounding tissues. 
Lastly, it is generally expected that there is no normal flora in deep surgical wounds. The presence of any 
microorganisms in these wounds is usually indicative of contamination or infection. This underscores the 
importance of using sterile techniques throughout the specimen collection process to avoid introducing 
external contaminants that could lead to misdiagnosis or inappropriate treatment. 
In summary, each of these methods — wiping with sterile water or saline, aspirating material, and 
excising tissue samples — plays a crucial role in the effective collection of specimens from deep surgical 
wounds. Neglecting to consider the option of excising tissue samples when appropriate would not be a 
correct practice and could potentially compromise patient care. 

Question: 7 
   
Of the following, which would not be a method that can help identify microorganisms in clinical 
specimens? 
 
A. Culture 
B. No-time acid amplification 
C. Nucleic acid amplification 
D. Real-time amplification 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
To address the question of which method would not help identify microorganisms in clinical specimens, 
it's essential to understand the common methods used in microbial identification. These methods can 
be broadly classified into classical and molecular techniques. 
**Classical Methods:** These are traditional methods that have been used for many years in 
microbiology. Key techniques include: 1. **Culture:** This involves growing microorganisms on specific 
media under controlled laboratory conditions. It allows for the identification based on the appearance 
of colonies, the rate of growth, and specific growth requirements. 2. **Direct Smears:** Microscopic 
examination of a direct smear from the specimen can provide clues about the presence of bacteria, 
fungi, or parasites. 3. **Antigen Detection:** This method detects specific microbial antigens in the 
specimen. It is often used for rapid diagnostics, especially in viral infections. 4. **Serological Tests:** 
These assess the presence of antibodies in the serum of the host. It helps in identifying infections by 
determining the immune response to a specific microorganism. 
**Molecular Methods:** These involve techniques that detect the genetic material of microorganisms 
and are known for their high sensitivity and specificity. They include: 1. **Nucleic Acid Amplification 
(NAA):** This is a powerful technique that amplifies DNA or RNA sequences specific to a microorganism 
to detectable levels. It is highly sensitive and can detect pathogens even in small quantities. 2. **Real-
Time Amplification:** An advancement of NAA, this method allows for the monitoring of the 
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amplification process in real time, often using fluorescent markers. It provides quantitative data on the 
amount of pathogen present. 3. **Hybridization Techniques:** These involve the use of labeled DNA or 
RNA probes that specifically bind to complementary microbial DNA or RNA in the specimen, indicating 
the presence of the organism. 
Given the established methods listed, "No-time acid amplification" does not correspond to any 
recognized microbial identification technique. It seems to be either a typographical error or a fictional 
term. The correct terminology might be a confusion with "nucleic acid amplification," a well-established 
molecular method. Therefore, "No-time acid amplification" would be the method that does not help in 
identifying microorganisms in clinical specimens, primarily because it does not exist under the 
established microbial identification techniques. 

Question: 8 
   
Which type of isolation is initiated if the patient is diagnosed with colonized or active MRSA (methicillin 
resistant staphylococcus)? 
 
A. Standard 
B. Respiratory 
C. Contact 
D. Droplet 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct type of isolation for a patient diagnosed with colonized or active Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is Contact Isolation. MRSA is a type of bacteria that is resistant to several 
widely-used antibiotics, making it harder to treat than most strains of staphylococcus aureus. MRSA can 
cause a range of illnesses, from minor skin infections to more severe infections such as bloodstream 
infections, pneumonia, or surgical site infections. 
Contact Isolation is recommended for MRSA to prevent the spread of the bacterium from the infected 
or colonized patient to other patients, healthcare workers, and visitors who might come into close 
contact with the patient. This type of isolation typically involves placing the patient in a single room. 
Healthcare providers are required to wear gloves and gowns when entering the room to avoid direct 
contact with the patient’s environment and potentially contaminated surfaces or items. 
Furthermore, healthcare workers and visitors should practice good hand hygiene by washing hands with 
soap and water or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer before and after touching the patient or the 
patient's surroundings. This reduces the risk of transmission and is a critical component of preventing 
the spread of infections in healthcare settings. 
The duration of the contact isolation can vary depending on the clinical situation of the patient and the 
policies of the healthcare facility. It generally continues until the patient is no longer considered 
infectious, as determined by medical staff in accordance with local health policies. Decisions might be 
based on repeated tests showing negative results for MRSA, indicating that the patient is no longer 
colonized or actively infected. 

Question: 9 
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The science of observing images of objects which can’t be seen by the unaided eye would be considered 
________? 
 
A. Microbial 
B. Microscopy 
C. Science 
D. Biology 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question, "The science of observing images of objects which can't be seen by 
the unaided eye would be considered ________?" is microscopy. 
Microscopy involves using microscopes to magnify images of small objects or details that are too minute 
to be visible to the naked eye. This scientific technique is pivotal in fields such as biology, materials 
science, and chemistry, among others, where it allows researchers and scientists to observe and analyze 
structures at the cellular or molecular level. 
The most common type of microscopy mentioned, bright-field microscopy, is a standard and 
fundamental method where light is transmitted from a source below the specimen and through the 
microscope lenses. This creates a contrast between the specimen and its brighter background, making it 
visible. However, there are several other types of microscopy, each tailored for specific applications and 
offering different advantages. These include electron microscopy, fluorescence microscopy, and 
confocal microscopy, which allow for even greater magnification and resolution, providing more 
detailed images of a specimen's structure. 
In summary, microscopy is an essential scientific tool that enhances our ability to observe, understand, 
and manipulate the microscopic world, extending the range of the human eye and enabling scientific 
advancements across numerous disciplines. 

Question: 10 
   
Of the following, which would be considered a Category C (CDC) bioterrorism agent? 
 
A. Anthrax 
B. Tuleremia 
C. Typhus 
D. Nipah virus 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) categorizes bioterrorism agents into three groups: 
A, B, and C, based on their potential to be weaponized, the severity of the disease they cause, and their 
ease of dissemination. Category A agents are the highest risk and include organisms like anthrax and 
smallpox, which can cause high mortality and have the potential for major public health impact. 
Category B agents are moderately easy to disseminate and result in moderate morbidity and low 
mortality. Category C agents include emerging pathogens that could be engineered for mass 
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dissemination in the future due to their availability, ease of production and dissemination, and potential 
for high morbidity and mortality rates. 
Of the options provided—Anthrax and Nipah virus—Anthrax is classified as a Category A agent due to its 
lethal nature and potential for airborne dissemination leading to widespread casualties. On the other 
hand, Nipah virus, which is an emerging zoonotic virus transmitted from animals to humans, is classified 
as a Category C agent. This classification is due to its potential to cause significant human morbidity and 
mortality, thereby posing a risk for public health if engineered for mass dissemination. 
Furthermore, Category C agents like Nipah virus are considered as pathogens that could potentially be 
exploited for bioterrorism because of their novelty and the general lack of widespread immunity in 
human populations. Other pathogens listed under Category C by the CDC include Hantavirus, multidrug-
resistant tuberculosis, tickborne encephalitis viruses, tickborne hemorrhagic fever viruses, yellow fever, 
and pandemic strains of influenza. These agents require enhanced surveillance and research to mitigate 
their potential threat. 
In summary, among the choices provided, Nipah virus is considered a Category C bioterrorism agent due 
to its emerging nature and the potential for future mass dissemination. Anthrax, being a Category A 
agent, is recognized for its established potential for large-scale bioterrorism impact. 
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