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Question: 1 
   
You are doing a well-child exam on a male immigrant child and make some concerning findings. He has 
pectus excavatum and associated scoliosis. You understand that the nurse practitioner should evaluate 
for: 
 
A. cardiac compromise 
B. Marfan syndrome 
C. joint deformities 
D. pulmonary dysfunction 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
When a child presents with both pectus excavatum and scoliosis during a well-child exam, it raises a 
clinical red flag that may suggest an underlying connective tissue disorder, such as Marfan syndrome. 
Marfan syndrome is a genetic condition that primarily affects the connective tissue of the body, which is 
critical for both structural support and biological functions across various systems. 
Marfan syndrome is caused by mutations in the FBN1 gene, which encodes the protein fibrillin-1, an 
essential component of connective tissue. This mutation leads to abnormalities in connective tissue, 
making it weaker than normal. As connective tissue is integral to the structure and function of various 
parts of the body, Marfan syndrome can manifest in multiple systems. 
In the skeletal system, Marfan syndrome typically manifests with features such as a tall stature, long 
limbs, long thin fingers (arachnodactyly), a protruding or indented chest (pectus excavatum or pectus 
carinatum), and scoliosis, which is a curvature of the spine. These features are often what initially 
prompt a clinical evaluation for Marfan syndrome. 
Beyond the skeletal abnormalities, Marfan syndrome significantly affects the cardiovascular system. It 
can lead to abnormalities of the heart valves and the aorta, and these can be life-threatening. The 
dilation of the aorta (aortic aneurysm) and dissection are among the most serious cardiovascular 
concerns. Therefore, routine monitoring of heart and aorta via imaging and physical examinations is 
crucial for patients with Marfan syndrome. 
The ocular system is also commonly affected in Marfan syndrome, with dislocation of the lens being a 
common feature. Other possible ocular issues include myopia and retinal detachment. Therefore, 
regular eye examinations are important for early detection and management of these complications. 
Less commonly, Marfan syndrome can affect the pulmonary system, leading to spontaneous 
pneumothorax, and the skin with stretch marks not related to weight change or pregnancy. Neurological 
manifestations, although rare, may include dural ectasia, which is the weakening and expansion of the 
dural sac surrounding the spinal cord. 
Given these potential complications, it is critical for healthcare providers to conduct a thorough 
evaluation if Marfan syndrome is suspected, including a detailed family and medical history, physical 
examination, and appropriate referrals to genetics and cardiology for diagnostic testing and 
management. Early diagnosis and management can significantly improve the prognosis for individuals 
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with Marfan syndrome and can be lifesaving, particularly with regard to the management of 
cardiovascular risks. 

Question: 2 
   
The science and practice that integrates nursing, its information and knowledge, with management of 
information and communication technologies to promote the health of people, families, and 
communities worldwide is known as which of the following? 
 
A. informatics 
B. standards of care 
C. scope of practice 
D. electronic data sourcing 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
Informatics, particularly in the context of nursing, is a specialized field that merges nursing science with 
information management and analytical sciences to identify, define, manage, and communicate data, 
information, knowledge, and wisdom in nursing practice. This integration helps in enhancing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare delivery, thereby improving the health of individuals, families, 
and communities globally. 
Nurse informatics professionals, often referred to as nurse informaticians, play a critical role in the 
healthcare system. They focus on the application of information technology in the healthcare setting, 
working to improve patient outcomes and streamline operations. Their responsibilities can vary widely 
and include developing new communication and information technologies, educating peers and 
implementing new systems, conducting research to innovate and enhance current practices, managing 
data and information policies, and much more. 
As developers of technology, nurse informaticians work on designing and customizing electronic health 
records (EHR) systems that meet the specific needs of nurses and other healthcare providers. They 
ensure that these systems are user-friendly and effective in capturing patient data accurately and 
efficiently. 
In their role as educators, nurse informaticians train healthcare staff on how to use new technologies 
and systems. This training helps in reducing errors, improving patient care, and ensuring a seamless 
transition to digital platforms. 
As researchers, they explore new methodologies for data management and care strategies to enhance 
patient care. They may also study the impact of information technology on patient outcomes, privacy, 
and the quality of care. 
Nurse informaticians may also hold leadership positions such as chief nursing officers or chief 
information officers, where they influence policy, advocate for the use of technology in healthcare 
settings, and lead major projects and teams in the development and implementation of information 
systems. 
This role is pivotal in evolving healthcare practices, influencing policy decisions, and enhancing the 
operational aspects of healthcare delivery. Through their diverse roles, nurse informaticians are integral 
in advancing the field of healthcare and ensuring the health of populations worldwide. 
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Question: 3 
   
With a durable power of attorney for health care, an agent is identified to act on the behalf of the 
mentally incapacitated. Which of the following is NOT true regarding the decision of the designated 
agent? 
 
A. Decisions are binding. 
B. Decisions are not limited to terminal illness. 
C. Decisions are flexible enough to carry out the patient's wishes throughout the course of an illness. 
D. Decisions are not made without consent of the patient as well. 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
A durable power of attorney for health care is a legal document that allows an individual (the principal) 
to appoint an agent to make health care decisions on their behalf in the event that they become 
mentally incapacitated and unable to make these decisions for themselves. This arrangement is critical 
for ensuring that health care decisions continue to be made according to the principal's wishes even if 
they lose the ability to participate in the decision-making process due to conditions such as coma, 
dementia, or severe injury. Here’s an expanded explanation of the options presented in the question: 
**Decisions    
are binding:** When an agent is acting under a durable power of attorney for health care, their 
decisions are legally binding. This means that whatever health care decisions the agent makes, based on 
the authority granted by the power of attorney, must be followed by medical professionals and other 
parties involved. The agent is expected to make decisions that align with the principal’s known wishes 
or, if those are unknown, in the principal’s best interest. 
**Decisions are not made without consent of the patient as well:** This statement is not true and is the 
correct answer to the question. The whole purpose of a durable power of attorney for health care is to 
function when the principal is unable to give consent due to mental incapacity. Once a durable power of 
attorney for health care is activated, the agent has the authority to make decisions without needing the 
consent of the patient. The agent’s decisions are based on the patient's previously expressed wishes (if 
available) or what the agent believes to be in the best interest of the patient. 
**Decisions are not limited to terminal illness:** The scope of decisions that an agent can make under a 
durable power of attorney for health care is not confined to situations involving terminal illness. The 
agent can make a broad range of health care decisions which can include, but are not limited to, choices 
about medical treatments, surgical procedures, living arrangements, and personal care. This flexibility 
ensures that the agent can effectively manage the principal’s health care needs across various medical 
scenarios. 
**Decisions are flexible enough to carry out the patient's wishes throughout the course of an illness:** 
The decisions made by the agent can adapt as the patient’s medical condition changes. Flexibility in 
decision-making allows the agent to respond to the progression of an illness, changes in the patient’s 
condition, or new information about treatment options. The primary goal is always to adhere as closely 
as possible to what the principal would have wanted, taking into account any directives they might have 
left, such as a living will or verbal wishes communicated to the agent prior to becoming incapacitated. In 
summary, the durable power of attorney for health care is designed to ensure that health care decisions 
are made in the best interest of the incapacitated individual, without the need for their ongoing 
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consent, by an agent who understands and respects the individual’s wishes. This legal tool is essential 
for effective and respectful management of health care when individuals are not in a position to make 
decisions for themselves. 

Question: 4 
In terms of etiology of disease, the term that describes a group at a certain point in time and the 
number within the group that has a particular disease or problem is which of the following? 
 
A. incidence rate 
B. risk factor 
C. prevalence rate 
D. prevention factor 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
The correct answer to the question is "prevalence rate." Let's delve deeper into why this is the correct 
choice and differentiate it from the other terms mentioned. 
Prevalence rate refers to the proportion of a specific population that is affected by a certain disease or 
condition at a specific point in time. It is typically expressed as a percentage or as the number of cases 
per a given number of people (e.g., per 100,000 population). Prevalence provides a snapshot of the 
disease burden within a community at a particular moment. This measurement includes all existing 
cases of the disease—both new (incident) cases and those who have had the disease for some time. It is 
crucial for public health officials to understand how widespread a disease is and to allocate resources 
accordingly. 
Incidence rate, on the other hand, refers to the number of new cases of a disease that develop in a 
population at risk during a particular time period. It is a measure of the risk of developing some new 
condition within a specified period of time. Unlike prevalence, incidence provides information about the 
risk of contracting the disease, rather than the proportion of people who currently have it. It is 
particularly useful for tracking the spread of diseases expected to be influenced by preventive measures 
or to change significantly over time. 
The term "risk factor" is not a measure but rather a characteristic or exposure that increases the 
likelihood of developing a disease or injury. For example, smoking is a risk factor for lung cancer, and 
high blood pressure is a risk factor for heart disease. Understanding risk factors is crucial for developing 
preventive strategies. 
Lastly, the term "prevention factor" does not directly relate to the measurement of disease frequency. 
Instead, it might be used informally to refer to an element that can help prevent the occurrence of a 
disease. However, this term is not standard in epidemiology. 
In summary, the prevalence rate is the correct answer to the question because it specifically addresses 
the proportion of a population with a particular disease at a specific time. This is different from 
incidence rate, which measures new cases over time; risk factors, which are characteristics that increase 
disease risk; and prevention factors, a non-standard term possibly related to disease prevention 
elements. 

Question: 5 
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Your 45-year-old male patient tells you that he has been waking up at night with an intense pain behind 
his left eye. He says that it lasts about an hour during which it is accompanied by lacrimation and nasal 
stuffiness. These symptoms are most consistent with which of the following types of headache? 
 
A. tension headache 
B. migraine without aura 
C. migraine with aura 
D. cluster headache 
 

Answer:      
 
Explanation: 
The symptoms described by the patient—intense pain behind the left eye, lasting about an hour, 
accompanied by lacrimation and nasal stuffiness—are most consistent with a cluster headache. Here is a 
detailed explanation of why this diagnosis fits better than the other types of headaches listed: 
Cluster headaches are a type of primary headache disorder characterized by recurrent, severe 
headaches on one side of the head, typically around the eye. These headaches are particularly known 
for their pattern of occurring in clusters, which means they appear cyclically and repeatedly over a 
period. The pain is typically very severe and can be described as sharp, penetrating, or burning. Patients 
often report the sensation as feeling like a hot poker in the eye. The duration of a typical cluster 
headache ranges from 15 minutes to 3 hours, which aligns with the patient's experience of an hour-long 
headache. 
Additionally, cluster headaches are associated with autonomic symptoms, which are involuntary 
functions of the body. These include lacrimation (tearing of the eye), nasal congestion or stuffiness, 
ptosis (drooping of the eyelid), and conjunctival injection (redness of the eye). The presence of these 
specific symptoms further supports the diagnosis of a cluster headache. These autonomic symptoms 
occur on the same side as the pain and are key indicators that differentiate cluster headaches from 
other types of headaches. 
In contrast, tension headaches, another common type of headache, typically present as a constant, dull 
ache on both sides of the head. They are often described as feeling like a tight band around the head 
and do not usually present with autonomic symptoms such as lacrimation or nasal congestion. Thus, the 
patient’s symptoms do not align with those of tension headaches. 
Migraines, both with and without aura, might be considered due to the severity of the pain and the 
presence of associated symptoms. However, migraines are usually associated with nausea, sensitivity to 
light, and sound, and while they can have autonomic symptoms, these are not as prominent or typical as 
in cluster headaches. Additionally, migraine pain can last from 4 to 72 hours, which is generally longer 
than the duration of the patient's headache. 
Thus, given the intense, unilateral pain localized behind the eye, the short duration of each episode, and 
the associated specific autonomic symptoms, the diagnosis of a cluster headache is most consistent with 
the patient’s presentation. This type of headache is more common in men than women and typically 
starts at age 20-40 years, fitting the profile of the patient in question. 

Question: 6 
   
According to the CMS guidelines, medical decision making has three components. Which of the 
following is NOT one of these components? 
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A. making a diagnosis 
B. counseling patient 
C. choosing treatment options 
D. reviewing data 
 

Answer:      
 
Explanation: 
The question aims to identify which activity is not considered a core component of medical decision 
making (MDM) according to the guidelines set by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). 
Medical decision making is a critical element in the evaluation and management (E&M) services 
provided by healthcare professionals. According to CMS, MDM involves complex processes that guide 
the planning and execution of medical treatments and interventions. The core components of medical 
decision making are: 1. **Making a diagnosis**: This involves evaluating the patient's symptoms, 
medical history, and diagnostic tests to determine the nature of the illness or injury. It is a fundamental 
aspect of MDM as it sets the direction for subsequent management strategies. 2. **Choosing treatment 
options**: After a diagnosis has been established, the healthcare provider must decide on the best 
course of action for treating the patient. This includes considering various treatment modalities, 
medications, surgical interventions, or other therapeutic procedures, tailored to the patient’s specific 
needs and health condition. 3. **Reviewing data**: This component involves the assessment and 
integration of new information, such as lab results, imaging studies, and reports from other healthcare 
providers. It is crucial for adjusting the diagnosis or treatment plan as more data becomes available. 
On the other hand, "counseling patient" is not listed as one of the three main components of medical 
decision making by CMS. Counseling encompasses discussions with the patient (and possibly their 
family) about the diagnosis, possible treatments, prognosis, health maintenance, and preventive 
measures. Although patient counseling is an integral part of overall patient care and critical for ensuring 
informed consent and compliance with treatment plans, it is not classified under the core components 
of MDM by CMS. Counseling is more related to patient interaction and education rather than the 
decision-making process itself. 
In summary, while "making a diagnosis," "choosing treatment options," and "reviewing data" are 
recognized as the pillars of medical decision making by CMS, "counseling patient" is considered a 
separate, albeit essential, activity in patient care. This distinction is crucial for documentation and billing 
purposes in clinical practice. Thus, the correct answer to the question is "counseling patient," as it is not 
one of the three components of medical decision making as defined by CMS guidelines. 

Question: 7 
   
Treatment options for typical cases of condyloma acuminatum would include all but which of the 
following? 
 
A. patient-administered Aldara 
B. cryotherapy 
C. trichloroacetic acid 
D. surgery 
 

Answer: D     
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Explanation: 
Condyloma acuminatum, commonly known as genital warts, is a clinical manifestation of human 
papillomavirus (HPV) infection. The treatment for this condition typically focuses on removing visible 
warts and reducing symptoms, rather than curing the underlying HPV infection, as the virus often 
remains dormant in the body even after the disappearance of the warts. 
The primary treatments for typical cases of condyloma acuminatum include several non-surgical 
methods, which are often effective and commonly preferred due to their less invasive nature. These 
treatments include: 1. **Imiquimod (Aldara)**: This is a topical immune response cream that the 
patient can apply directly to the genital warts. Imiquimod boosts the immune system to fight the HPV 
virus locally, helping to clear the warts. 2. **Cryotherapy**: This method involves freezing the warts 
with liquid nitrogen. The extreme cold causes the warts to eventually fall off. Cryotherapy is a quick 
procedure typically done in a healthcare provider's office and may require multiple sessions. 3. 
**Trichloroacetic Acid (TCA)**: This is a chemical peel treatment that burns off the warts. TCA must be 
carefully applied by a healthcare professional to avoid damage to surrounding healthy tissue. 
Surgical treatments for condyloma acuminatum are generally reserved for more complicated cases. 
These cases might include large numbers of warts, particularly large warts, or warts that have not 
responded to other treatments. Surgical options include: - **Electrocautery**: Burning off the warts 
with electric current. - **Surgical excision**: Cutting out the warts under local anesthesia. - **Laser 
surgery**: Using an intense beam of light to burn away the warts. 
Given these options, surgery is typically not the first line of treatment for typical cases of condyloma 
acuminatum. It is usually reserved for persistent, recurrent, or extensive disease, where other less 
invasive treatments have failed. Therefore, when considering treatment options for typical cases, 
surgery would be the least likely initial recommendation, making it the correct answer to the question 
about which treatment is not typically included for standard cases. This approach minimizes patient 
discomfort, risk of scarring, and recovery time, while effectively managing the condition in its less severe 
stages. 

Question: 8 
   
According to the American College of Rheumatology, which of the following is a defining factor for 
fibromyalgia? 
 
A. 3-month history of widespread pain 
B. presence of tender points in soft tissue at 11 of 18 defined anatomic sites 
C. widespread pain perceived both above and below the waist and on both the right and left sides 
D. all of the above 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Fibromyalgia syndrome (FMS) is a complex chronic condition characterized primarily by widespread 
musculoskeletal pain, fatigue, sleep disturbances, and often emotional and mental distress. People with 
fibromyalgia may be more sensitive to pain than people without the condition, a phenomenon known as 
abnormal pain perception processing. The American College of Rheumatology has guidelines for the 
diagnosis and management of fibromyalgia, which include several key criteria that are used to identify 
the presence of the syndrome. 
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One of the primary criteria for diagnosing fibromyalgia is a history of widespread pain lasting at least 
three months. According to the American College of Rheumatology, for pain to be considered 
widespread, it must occur on both sides of the body, and both above and below the waist. This specific 
pattern of pain distribution is critical in distinguishing fibromyalgia from other pain-related conditions 
that might be more localized or asymmetric. 
Another important criterion is the presence of tender points. Fibromyalgia is associated with specific 
tender points on the body—these are particular spots where slight pressure causes pain. Originally, the 
diagnostic criteria included having pain in at least 11 of 18 specific tender points, but newer criteria 
focus more broadly on pain locations and severity. 
In addition to widespread pain and tender points, fibromyalgia symptoms often include fatigue, which 
can be as debilitating as the pain itself. Patients frequently report feeling tired upon waking up, even 
after sleeping for a long period. This non-restorative sleep can exacerbate the daily challenges of living 
with fibromyalgia. 
Considering the combination of symptoms and criteria, the correct answer to the question is "all of the 
above." This encompasses the three-month history of widespread pain, the presence of tender points at 
11 of 18 defined anatomical sites, and the symptom of widespread pain perceived on both sides of the 
body and both above and below the waist. These criteria collectively define fibromyalgia and distinguish 
it from other conditions, making a comprehensive understanding crucial for accurate diagnosis and 
effective management. 

Question: 9 
   
Which of the following statements about the care and billing of Medicare patients is incorrect? 
 
A. NPs can expect that their Medicare bills will be audited. 
B. The US Justice Department makes the rules regarding the care of Medicare patients and the billing of 
Medicare. 
C. CMS clarifies how providers, hospitals and medical groups should bill. 
D. NPs are expected to know the rules for choosing appropriate evaluation and management codes. 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation: 
The incorrect statement in the question provided is: "The US Justice Department makes the rules 
regarding the care of Medicare patients and the billing of Medicare." This statement is not accurate 
because the role of making rules related to Medicare is not held by the US Justice Department. Instead, 
this responsibility lies with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), which is a federal 
agency within the United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
CMS is tasked with administering the Medicare program and ensuring compliance with its regulations. 
They formulate policies, update procedures, and set guidelines that dictate how healthcare providers 
should care for Medicare beneficiaries and bill for services provided. This includes setting the rates at 
which services are reimbursed and defining the coverage criteria for various medical procedures and 
services under Medicare. 
The role of the US Justice Department in the context of Medicare is markedly different. It primarily 
involves enforcement actions rather than rule-making. The Justice Department is responsible for 
investigating and prosecuting cases of fraud and abuse within the Medicare system. Their involvement 
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typically comes into play when there are allegations of fraudulent billing practices or other illegal 
activities that violate the rules set forth by CMS. 
Understanding these distinct roles is crucial for healthcare providers, including nurse practitioners (NPs), 
who interact with the Medicare system. NPs need to ensure they are familiar with CMS regulations to 
comply appropriately with Medicare rules, including the correct use of evaluation and management 
codes. Being knowledgeable about these regulations not only helps in providing care in accordance with 
federal guidelines but also in ensuring proper billing and avoiding legal complications. 
Therefore, the statement that assigns rule-making authority to the US Justice Department is incorrect 
and misleading. It is essential for those involved in healthcare, especially those dealing with Medicare, to 
recognize the distinct functions of CMS and the US Justice Department to navigate the system 
effectively and lawfully. 

Question: 10 
   
In terms of billing for Medicare patients which of the following statements is incorrect? 
 
A. There are no consequences for selecting an inappropriate code for a patient visit if done 
unintentionally. 
B. Each CPT code has corresponding levels of required history taking, physical examination and medical 
decision making. 
C. NPs are responsible for ensuring that the billing for their services matches the level of care given. 
D. The consequence of selecting an inappropriate code may include loss or restriction of the NP’s license 
by the board of nursing. 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
The statement that "There are no consequences for selecting an inappropriate code for a patient visit if 
done unintentionally" is incorrect. Even if the incorrect coding was unintentional, there can still be 
significant consequences under Medicare rules. This principle is based on the expectation that 
healthcare providers, including Nurse Practitioners (NPs), are adequately trained and are expected to 
use the correct Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes that accurately reflect the services 
provided. Inaccurate coding, even if unintentional, can lead to audits, financial penalties, and other 
disciplinary actions. 
Each CPT code corresponds to a defined set of procedures and has specific requirements regarding the 
level of history taking, physical examination, and medical decision-making that must be documented in 
the patient's medical record. Using an inappropriate code that does not match the level of service 
provided can be viewed as fraudulent activity by Medicare auditors. The rationale behind this strict 
scrutiny is to prevent overbilling and to ensure that the billing accurately reflects the care delivered. 
NPs are responsible for ensuring that their billing practices are accurate and justifiable. Ignorance of 
proper billing procedures is not considered a valid defense in audits. The healthcare industry emphasizes 
the importance of continuous education and awareness of current billing practices to prevent errors. 
Regular training and updates can help NPs stay informed about changes in billing codes and 
requirements. 
In practice, if an NP consistently overcodes (bills for more intensive services than those actually 
provided) or if there is a pattern of billing discrepancies, this can trigger an audit by Medicare. If the 
audit reveals that the incorrect coding was not just a one-time mistake but a recurrent pattern, it could 
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lead to severe repercussions such as financial penalties, requirement to repay the overcharged amount, 
or even legal action. More severe consequences, such as suspension or loss of the license to practice, 
can occur if fraudulent intent is determined. 
Thus, it is crucial for all healthcare providers, including NPs, to be meticulous in their coding and billing 
practices. Ongoing education in medical billing, regular audits of billing practices, and a good 
understanding of the requirements for each CPT code are essential measures to avoid the risks 
associated with incorrect billing. The integrity of billing practices not only helps in maintaining 
compliance with Medicare policies but also ensures trust and accountability in the healthcare system. 
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