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Question: 1 
   
Which of the following refers to specifically the 2nd component in the 5th field of PID? 
 
A. PID-5[2] 
B. PID-5.2 
C. PID52 
D. PID-5^2 
 

Answer: B     
 
Explanation:  
In HL7 v2 messaging, a standard naming convention is used to identify specific data locations. 
The format follows Segment-Field.Component.Subcomponent. For example, PID-5 represents 
the Patient Name field. To specify a component within that field (like the Given Name, which is 
the 2nd component), a dot is used as a separator. Therefore, PID-5.2 correctly identifies the 2nd 
component of the 5th field. 

 
 

Question: 2 
   
What segments are defined as custom in HL7 version 2? 
 
A. Z-segment 
B. NTE 
C. X-segment 
D. PID 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation:  
HL7 provides a standard set of segments (like PID for Patient Identity or MSH for Message 
Header). However, to allow for site-specific data that doesn't fit into standard segments, HL7 
reserves the letter "Z" for custom segments. Any segment starting with "Z" (e.g., ZPV, ZCD) is 
considered a local, non-standard extension defined by the specific healthcare organization or 
vendor. 
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Question: 3 
   
Assuming that your message starts with MSH|, which of the following strings would you need to 
escape a portion of? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY) 
 
A. patient & their mother arrived at the ED 
B. copay: $10.00 
C. this procedure will be performed @ EMC family Medicine 
D. they took ~10mg of this medication 
 

Answer: A, D     
 
Explanation:  
HL7 uses specific characters as delimiters to separate data. Based on a standard MSH segment 
(MSH|^~&), the characters & (subcomponent separator) and ~ (repetition separator) are special 
characters. If these characters appear as part of the actual data text, they must be "escaped" 
using the escape character (usually \) so the interface parser doesn't mistake them for structural 
separators. 

 
 

Question: 4 
   
Which of the following can be parts of an XML message? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY) 
 
A. Attribute 
B. Processing ID 
C. Subcomponent Separator 
D. Namespace 
E. Element 
 

Answer: A, D, E     
 
Explanation:  
XML messages are structured differently than HL7. Core components of XML include Elements 
(the tags that contain data), Attributes (properties provided within an element tag), and 
Namespaces (used to provide uniquely named elements and attributes in an XML document). 
"Subcomponent Separator" and "Processing ID" are specific to HL7 and are not native structural 
components of XML. 

 
 

Question: 5 
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Which queue is unique to outgoing interfaces? 
 
A. Holding Queue 
B. Data Queue 
C. Event Queue 
D. Control Queue 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation:  
The Event Queue is the first stop for outgoing data. When an action occurs in Epic (like a 
discharge), a trigger is placed in the Event Queue. The Event Daemon then picks up this trigger 
to build the actual message. Incoming interfaces do not use an Event Queue because the 
message is already built by the external system when it arrives. 
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